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SPECIAL CHRISTMASTIME, URUGUAY 2010 
Estancias, Beaches & Lagoon s. 8 day tour.  

 
URUGUAY: ÒSouth AmericaÕs best kept secretÓ. A country the size of England and Wales with a charming, 
warm, friendly population of only 3 million, an ideal non-tropical riding climate, unexpectedly diverse 
landscapes Ð a little-known destination MADE FOR RIDING! 
 

7 days of very varied paced riding in 
exceptional scenery. Escape from 
northern hemisphere winters to 
enjoy long, hot days in Uruguay.  
The ride starts in the rolling hills, 
staying at a small working farm in 
outstanding countryside. Helping 
the gauchos with the cattle work, 
then riding to an estancia in an 
idyllic location on the edge of a 
lagoon. Having paddled around a 
lagoon marvelling at the wildlife and 
traversed an area of sand dunes to 
an isolated fishing village, riders 
enjoy long, long gallops on pristine 
beaches and also riding through 
forests to a old Spanish fort.  
Excellent horses, comfortable 
lodgings, delicious food and 

incredible hospitality -including the ever helpful gauchos in their traditional dress- all add 
together to make this an unforgettable experience. 
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ÒÉ Uruguay is an absolute gem.  The lure of galloping along 
deserted sandy beaches caught my imagination and the reality 
was just as good.  As well as glorious beaches, the ride takes 
in a variety of landscapes and activities, making no two days 
the same. 
Horses are well schooled and adept whatever the terrain.  
They are expertly matched to each guest and certainly all the 
horses I rode had character and sparkle, giving a responsive 
and fun ride.  The charming Gauchos that accompanied us 
were fascinating, steeped in tradition and skilled in their work. 
É   All the local people we met were unfailingly friendly and 
welcoming. Clearly this ride has been meticulously planned 
and was run most efficiently, yet the atmosphere was relaxed 
and we had lots of fun. It was a great team that looked after 
us, taking care of every aspect and with nothing being too 
much trouble.Ó 
Stephanie. 
 
 
 
 

 ÔÉ thank you for the great organisation of the Uruguay tripÉ  I 
had never enjoyed riding as much as I did during our trip.Õ 
Francisco. 

 
 
 
 
 
SIGHTED WHILE RIDING ON THE LAST TRIPS: Franca 
whales, dolphins, turtles, sea lions, capybaras (largest 
rodent in the world and very cute!), armadillos, rheas 
(South AmericaÕs ostrich), black-necked swans, roseate 
spoonbills, Maguari stork (a huge bird) and many species 
of herons and ibisÉ  guests mention that they have seen 
well over 100 different species of birds during the tour. 
 

 
ITINERARY: 

   

   DAY 1:  MONTEVIDEO TO ROCHA. GAUCHO LIFE. 
Early morning departure from Montevideo. Guests are collected 
from the airport or port or their hotel. 
Arrival in time for lunch at the farmhouse.  
Afternoon ride out on the farm (3-4hrs) to get to know the horses 
and tack and marvel at the wide open spaces and gaze across 
miles of land with no dwellings in sight. Guests can also try the 
local ÔmateÕ that is drunk out of gourds with silver straws, quite a 
ritual and also partake of the local hooch made from the palm fruit! 
Overnight: farmhouse in a stunning location. Solar powered 
electricity. L, D. 
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DAY 2:  FARMLANDS RIDE. 
A full day out riding. with a gaucho style lunch under the trees 

and long siesta during the midday heat Ð the gauchos use their saddles to make a bed, the thick 
sheepskin saddle pads coming in very handy. Varied pace as we ride across the pastures and along a 
series of lanes and wide drovers tracks used to herd the cattle across the farmlands. Then we ride through 
woodlands and hopefully catch sight of the armadillos and rheas (large South American flightless bird) and 
wild boar amongst a host of other wildlife that inhabit the area. 
Second overnight at the farm, with a traditional ÔasadoÕ dinner and Uruguayan wines. AB, L, D. 
 
DAY 3:  CATTLEWORK. ESTANCIA AT THE LAGOON.  
After breakfast, accompany the gauchos checking the cattle and 
sheep. The animals have to be counted, a search organized to locate 
any errant animals Ð sometimes involving a ride across the neighboursÕ 
properties, and any animals treated as necessary. The vultures flying 
overhead is sometimes an off-putting sight. Guests can get some tips 
on lassoing cattle, for practice the fence posts are far more helpful than 
the cattle! Lunch is enjoyed on the veranda back at the farmhouse. 
In the afternoon we ride out from the farm and down out of the hills 
eastwards, towards the coast. Through forests, across a river, through 
palm trees and once on the estancia lands some wonderful gallops 
across grasslands to the estancia house. 

Overnight at the Estancia situated next to 
ÔLaguna CastillosÕ an absolutely idyllic location. 
AB, L, D. 
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   DAY 4:  WETLANDS, WILDLIFE AND WATER. 
A day ride along the lagoon shores, paddling through the 
wetlands and crossing through native forests and scrub. 
The pastures on these flatlands also give us the opportunity 
for more fast-paced riding. We ride to lunch at another 
ranch, admiring wildlife along the way. The water edges are 
home to many different species of swans, herons, stalks, 
spoonbillsÉ  Back at the estancia, guests can laze in the 
hammocks or sit in the courtyard before enjoying another 
home cooked meal.  Dinner and a second overnight at the 
estancia. AB, L, D. 
 
 
 
 

  DAY 5:  THE DUNES & FISHING VILLAGE 
 
We ride out through a rare forest of ombues and strangler figs, across wetlands 
and to the coast. Passing towering palm trees with sheep and cattle grazing 
beneath is quite a sight. We then ride into the sand, through areas of dunes 
and to an isolated fishing village on a small cape. After a lunch with the Ôcatch 
of the dayÕ on the menu, guests can relax at their hotel which is right on the 
beach or enjoy a swim in the beautiful bay. AB, L, D. 
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  DAY 6:  ÔTHEÕ BEST BEACH RIDE EVER! 
After a fun trip out of the fishing village in a four wheeled drive truck 
guests are driven northwards up the coast, almost to the Brazilian 
border. A delicious home-made picnic lunch will be ready and also 
fresh horses. Then we take to the beach for a long ride on golden 
sand stretching far away into the distance. The firm sand is ideal for 
fast paced riding and the gentle waves a lot of fun to ride into. 
We arrive at a very comfortable beachside hotel in time for as swim 
in one of the pools and a drink on the terrace. Dinner and overnight. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

   DAY 7:  SANTA TERESA FORT   
For the last ride, we continue along another beautiful 
part of the coastline to Santa Teresa Fort, we pass a 
shipwreck buried in the sand Ð one of many along this 
treacherous coast and often spot dolphins in the bays. 
We arrive at the imposing restored fort which is the 
centre piece of the park - started in 1762 by the 
Portuguese to defend the edge of their territories then 
completed by the Spaniards who took it by assault just a 
year later- then ride on in the forested areas to a shady 
clearing for lunch. After a picnic lunch in the open air, we 
will be met by a vehicle, guests will have a chance to 
freshen up and will be driven back to Montevideo for 
overnight at a comfortable, well-located hotel for 
overnight. AB, L. 

 
 
 
DAY 8:  DEPARTURE  
After breakfast guests will be driven to the airport or port for 
their departures Ð or other activities can be arranged for them. 
 
END OF TOUR 
 
Pre/post tour extensions in Uruguay and Buenos 
Aires/Argentina available. Please ask for details.  
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TOUR DATES: 19th-26th December, 27th December-3 rd January, 3rd-10th 
January. 
 
 
COST for  4 or mor e riders:  US2750 per person, based on double room occupancy. 
Maximum 6 riders. 

 
Single supplement US300 (limited number of single rooms available, if no one to share with then guests 
have to pay single supplement even if they are willing to share). 
Weight supplement USD250 -riders over 95Kg will be requested to pay a supplement, for a second 
horse. 
Small group supplement USD380 Ð if less than 4 riders book the itinerary will remain the same but the 
transfer from Montevideo on day 1 and back to Montevideo on day 8 will be by public bus instead of by 
private vehicle. The buses are safe, clean and on time and a guide will be with the guests.This supplement 
will be required per person. 
 
Including: riding on 7 days, all services as mentioned in itinerary (all transport including to/from 
Montevideo, horses, guides and grooms, accommodation and meals (from lunch day 1, except dinner day 
7). 
Excluding: flights to Uruguay, departure taxes, personal expenditure (souvenirs, laundry, bar bills, 
telephone calls etc.), gratuities. Drinks excluded, except water on rides and mineral water at dinner. 
 
Set date departure tour runs February to April & October to December each year. Please consult with us 
for details. 
Private tours of any length possible. Shorter tours available. Please kindly request details. 

 
 

NOTES: 
Climate: hot non-tropical climate Ð very pleasant riding. No 
malaria carrying mosquitoes.   
Horses : there will normally be two changes of horses during the 
ride. One or more spare horses will accompany us. The horses 
are English, quarter horse and other breeds crossed with the local 
Uruguayan criollo: ideally suited to the terrain.  Riding times given 
are approximate. 
   Tack: local, South American type saddle, with thick sheepskin 
seats. Saddlebags provided.  
Riding style:   Neck reining (western Ôone-hand«/ ÔindirectÕ). Help 
will be given in adjusting to this tack which is very suitable for long 
days in the saddle. The narrow metal stirrups mean that smooth 
soled riding boots (paddock/jodhpur boot style) are strongly 
advisable rather than footwear with treads. 
Travel notes, including recommended clothing list, will be 
available on confirmation of booking.   
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EXTENSIONS IN URUGUAY & ARGENTINA: we have a great variety of extension options available. 
Visit the VINEYARDS, go BIRD WATCHING, relaxing in one of the estancias close to PUNTA DEL ESTE 
or in ROCHA. 
ARGENTINA: Buenos Aires city tour & tango show, IGUAZU Falls, POLO lessons, FISHING, riding in 
PATAGONIA, and HIKING are some of the options available.  
 
IMPORTANT NOTES 
Paramo Places/Ride Andes terms and conditions apply. 
Guests are strongly advised to bring and use their own riding helmets. 
A booking is confirmed only upon receipt of the corresponding deposit. 
We reserve the right to alter the itinerary due to circumstances beyond our control. 
Appropriate medical insurance is mandatory and the responsibility of each guest/booking agent. 
It is the responsibility of the individual guest/booking agent to ensure that participants have the necessary 
riding skills to take part in the tour chosen.  
Guests will be required to sign a responsibility release before starting a tour.  
 
 
 
 
 


